SELDEN CADETS ALUMNI

MEMBER BIOGRAPHY

Name:




Wes Zubkow
Years in the corps               

from: 1964 to 1965

Section:  



Bass Baritone

Current Residence:    


Pasadena, Texas  

E-Mail Address  


wzub21@aol.com

Person who talked me into joining the corps:  Henry Gumbus and Bob Bunce (robbed from the Portsmen D&B Corps, Port Jeff.)

I always sat in the  Middle of the bus so I could so I could stay out of trouble with the likes of Auster, Dee Dee, Felton, Gumbus, Mr. Clean (Cousey), and some of the other cutups.

Favorite “Seat –Buddy”:  Really didn't have a seat buddy.  Liked everyone, but hung out with Kaplan, Ercolino, Kuhne, Henry and Frankie Gumbus, Ronnie and a few others.

Favorite Selden song:  Had to be "Rings Around Rabaul" and "How the West Was Won."  But all of them were great!!

Our Best Year was:    1964 (although I joined too late to be in the drill).       

Favorite Instructor:  Who else, the man from MARS, a really talented human being.

Favorite single Performance:  Hard to say.  I think we had a really great time at the Puerto Rican Day parade, when we entered 5th Avenue from a side street and started playing "Cuba Libra".  WOW.  The crowd went ballistic.  We had our Pepsi Cola Flag, and I still remember all the crowd yelling "Arriba, Arriba, Pepsi Cadets!!!".  It was hot hot day and Grace Gibaldi passed out and ended up finishing the parade in the back of a limo convertible with some big wigs.  How cool is that?

Favorite Director:   No idea.  Tried to stay away from the "adults"

These people should be in the Selden Cadets Hall of Fame:  Frank Buscemi who never seemed to turn 21 and who played the meanest soprano in the world for sure.  Bob Bunce, Tony Aloe, Billy Kirk, Dee Dee,  and the others (can't remember who) who were such a cool Doo-Wop group.  Actually, everyone in the corps deserves to be a "hall of famer!"

After Selden, I continued in music or drum corps by / with:  Joined the Air Force in March of 1969 and played with the Air Force Drum & Bugle Corp at Lackland AFB (a number of guys from BS, Garfield, one or two from the Cavaliers, and even the Troopers, as I recall.  Played with the Corp for about three months before having to ship out to the war.  

Bring us up to date on what you’ve been doing since we last saw you - school, jobs, arrest records, marriages, kids, etc.

Grace and I married in October 69, and spent the next 24 years in the Air Force.  I was an electronics tech and had some pretty decent special assignments after completing my tour in Southeast Asia.  Flew with the Thunderbirds for a couple of years, and later became an electronics instructor.  After completing college at Arizona State University, I was commissioned and spent the next ten years as an aircraft maintenance officer and then commander of my own unit.  We spent two tours in Europe and were lucky enough to travel through most of the countries there.  After leaving the Air Force, Grace and I moved to Houston where I now work with NASA on the astronaut-training program.  Grace and I are enjoying our "middle age" playing golf, camping, cycling, and we're still trying to figure out why there's less time for fun every year that goes by!
