SELDEN CADETS ALUMNI

MEMBER BIOGRAPHY
Name: 




Grace (Gibaldi) Zubkow
Years in the corps from: 

1964 to 1965

Section:  



Color guard

Current Residence:  


Pasadena, Texas


E-Mail Address



gzub21@aol.com: gracez@sbcglobal.net
Person who talked me into joining the corps:  Jinny (with a “J”) Ilovic

I always sat on the bus: where ever I could find a seat.

Favorite “Seat –Buddy”:  Probably with Jinny Ilovic, but boy, that was so very long ago.  I’ve slept since then!!!

Favorite Selden song:  How the West was Won

Our Best Year was:  1964 (though I joined too late to be in the drill)

Favorite Instructor:  Heck…I guess it would have to be Ralph Shur...the only professional color guard instructor I can recall.  I still have bad memories of the embarrassing “horse routine” during How the West was Won.  Was I alone on that one?

Favorite single Performance:  Hard to say.  It was probably the Puerto Rican Day parade, when we entered 5th Avenue from a side street and started playing "Cuba Libra".  The crowd was enthusiastic to say the least.  The down side was passing out because the “piggy boys” ate all the breakfast and low blood sugar kicked in for me.  They “who ever they were” threw me in the back of some big wig’s convertible to get me to the end of the parade route. Now…how cool is that?

Favorite Director:  Certainly not Tony Guacci.  Ever wonder why we’re childless…I had to promise him my first born for a uniform!

These people should be in the Selden Cadets Hall of Fame:  The ever-youthful Frank Buscemi who never seemed to turn 21.  Also Bob Bunce for tolerating the crazy carrying on of an entire horn and drum line.  BUT…of course the color guard was very mature at all times!!!

After Selden, I continued in music or drum corps with:  The Kingsmen for a very short period of time.  The commute from Long Island was simply too much!

Bring us up to date on what you’ve been doing since we last saw you - school, jobs, arrest records, marriages, kids, etc.

In 1969 I married Wes Zubkow (bass baritone), and we began a 24-year Air Force career.  Throughout our military years there were many moves, some to great locations and a few, in my humble opinion, that were less than desirable.  The plus side to our career was the opportunity to travel extensively and build some pretty terrific friendships.  It was an experience I continue to cherish, and would certainly not hesitate to recommend or repeat.

In 1993 Wes retired from an Air Force command position at R.A.F. Lakenheath in England (still my favorite base of all time).  Our plans were to retire to Florida and the land of Windex blue water!  Unfortunately (or should I say fortunately) a job offer from NASA altered those plans shortly after arriving back in the U.S.  So, with a great sense of urgency, we made a hasty retreat to Florida to divert our furniture, and found ourselves and everything we owned in Houston.  We both enjoy living in Texas……. it's not just another state, but a "state of mind".  Besides, anywhere where I don't have to experience a real winter is all right with me!!!

Schools, jobs, etc?  Throughout the years I've done many things in terms of school and "careers".  I've gone from hairdressing, to floral design, to an office environment.  I'm currently working at our local chamber of commerce, and have been in the "chamber business" for many years.  I enjoy it tremendously.  It keeps us both hopping with lots of community events and always an opportunity for volunteerism.  It's rather like being a city “know it all” and city “cheerleader,” but without the short skirt and pom-poms!

On a "family" note we've kept it relatively simple.  No kids, no dog, no cat, no canary, just "trained" goldfish in the back yard pond that respond to Wes' footsteps and the can of fish food!
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Grace (Gibaldi) and Wes Zubkow in Mexico 

2003 Grace and Wes… ready to paint the town
